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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims 
in the application: 

iJsting of Claims 

Claims 1-2 (Cancelled) 

Qaim 3 (Currently amended); A method as recited in claim [[2]]i6, 
wherein the first and second security codes [[is]]aEg at least partially encrypted. 

Claim 4 (Currently amended): A method as recited in claim [[1]]16, 
wherein the first and second a pphcations [[is]]are verified based at least partially 
on memory location information associated with a verifying function. 

Claim 5 (Original): A method as recited in claim 4, wherein the memory 
location information associated with the verifying function defines memory 
location Avithin a read only memory (ROM). 

Claim 6 (Currently amended): A method as recited in claim [[1]]16, 
wherein the initial range includes at least a maximum controlled parameter setting, 
and the second application is not allowed to modify the controlled parameter 
setting beyond the maximum controlled parameter setting* 
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Claim 7 (CuTxently amended): A method as recited in claim [[1]]16, 
wherein the initial range includes at least a minimum controlled parameter setting, 
and the second application is not allowed to modify the controlled parameter 
setting below the minimum controlled parameter setting. 

Claims 8-14 (Cancelled) 

Claim 15 (Currently amended): A method as recited in claim [[1)]16, 
wherein the controlled parameter setting is selected from a group of settings 
comprising an audio volume control parameter, an audio tone control parameter, 
an illumination control parameter, a visual display control parameter, a 
temperature control parameter, a communication access control parameter, a 
peripheral device control parameter, a vehicle control parameter, and an 
environment control parameter. 

Claim 1 6 (Currently amended): A method comprising: 

verifvdnfi that a first application is authorized to set an initial range for a 
controlled paramet CT Retting; 

if authorized, allowing the first application to set an initial range for the 
controlled parameter setting: 

subsequently- allowing at least a second application to modify the 
controlled parameter setting within the initial ranee set by the first application; 

verifying that the second application is authori^ed to modify a current ranee 
for the controlled parameter setting: 
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^authorized- allowing the second anplicatio Ti to modify the current range 
for the controlled parameter setting: and 

^hseq uentlv. allowing at least a third appl ication to modify the controlled 
parameter setting within the current range as modified by the second application. 

A method qd recit e d in olaim 8, wherein_[[:]] 

verifying that the first application is authorized to set the initial range for 
the controlled parameter setting further includes using a first verifier; and 

verifying that the second application is authorized to modify the current 
range for the controlled parameter setting further includes using a second verifier^ 

wherein the first verifier and the second verifier are operatively configured 
in a serial arrangement, and the first verifier is independently responsive to a first 
security code and the second verifier is independently responsive to a second 
security code. 

Claim 17 (Original): A method as recited in claim 16, wherein the first 
verifier is provided by a first entity and the second verifier that is provided by a 
second entity. 

Claim 18 (Original): A method as recited in claim 16, wherein the first 
security code and the second security code are the same. 

Claim 19 (Original): A method as recited in claim 16, wherein the first 
security code is provided by a furst entity and the second security code is provided 
by a second entity. 
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Claims 20-23 (Cancelled) 

Claim 24 (Currently amended): A computer-readable medium as recited 
in claim [[23]]37, wherein the first and second security codes [[is]]are at least 
partially encrypted. 

Claim 25 (Currently amended): A computer-readable medium as recited 
in claim [[22]]37, wherein the first and second applications [[is]]are verified based 
at least partially on memory location information associated with a verifying 
function. 

Claim 26 (Original): A computer-readable medium as recited in claim 25, 
wherein the memory location information associated with the verifying fiinction 
defines memory location within a read only memory (ROM), 

Claim 27 (Currently amended): A computer-readable medium as recited 
in claim [[22]]37, wherein the initial range includes at least a maximum controlled 
parameter setting, and the second application is not allowed to modify the 
controlled parameter setting beyond the maximum controlled parameter setting. 

Claim 28 (Currently amended); A computer-readable medium as recited 
in claim [[22]]32, wherein the initial range includes at least a minimum controlled 
parameter setting, and the second application is not allowed to modify the 
controlled parameter setting below the minimum controlled parameter setting. 
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Claims 29-35 (Cancelled) 

Claim 36 (Currently amended): A computer-readable medium as recited 
in claim [[22]]37, wherein the controlled parameter setting is selected from a 
group of settings comprising an audio volume control parameter, an audio tone 
control parameter, an illumination control parameter, a visual display control 
parameter, a temperature control parameter, a communication access control 
parameter, a peripheral device control parameter, a vehicle control parameter, and 
an environment control parameter. 

Claim 37 (Currently amended): A comnutg r-readable medium having 
computer-executable instmctions for perfomiing steps comp rising: 

verifying that a first application is authorized to set an in itial range for a 
controlled parameter setting: 

if authorized, allowing the first application to set an initial range for the 
controlled parameter setting; 

subsequentlv, allowing at least a second application to modify the 
controlled parameter setting within the initial range set bv the first application; 

verifying that the second application is authorized to modify a current range 
for the contr olled parameter setting: 

if authorized, allowing the second application to modify the current range, 
for the controlled parameter setting: and 

subsequently, allowing at least a third application to modify the controlled 
parameter setting ^V i^thin t h^ current range as modified bv the second application. 

A computor - roadablo medium 03 rooit e d in claim 29 , wherein_[[:]l 
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verifying that the first application is authorized to set the initial range for 
the controlled parameter setting further includes using a first verifier; and 

verifying that the second application is authorized to modify the current 
range for the controlled parameter setting further includes using a second verifier, 

wherein the first verifier and the second verifier are operatively configured 
in a serial arrangement, and the first verifier is independently responsive to a first 
security code and the second verifier is independently responsive to a second 
security code. 

Claim 38 (Original): A computer-readable medium as recited in claim 37, 
wherein the first verifier is provided by a first entity and the second verifier that is 
provided by a second entity. 

Claim 39 (Original): A computer-readable medium as recited in claim 37, 
wherein the first security code and the second security code are the same. 

Claim 40 (Original): A computer-readable medium as recited in claim 37, 
wherein the first security code is provided by a first entity and the second security 
code is provided by a second entity. 

Claims 41-72 (Cancelled) 
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